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BIRDWATCHERS IN ACTION

Khao Dinsor, Thailand: the premier site to
observe migrating raptors in the Orient?
CHUKIAT NUALSRI & ROBERT DECANDIDO
In September 2008, CN learned of a 450 m hill
where raptors could be observed in southbound
migration from August to mid-November every
year. Locally it is called Khao Dinsor (Pencil Hill)
(10.63°N 99.28°E) and it lies close to the city of
Chumphon. One morning, after slowly making his
way up and through the second-growth forest, CN
finally emerged atop the tall hill—the view was
spectacular with the Gulf of Thailand to the east
and the Isthmus of Kra to the west (Plate 1). It
quickly became apparent that migrating raptors
could indeed be observed at close range from many
different locations on Khao Dinsor. On subsequent
visits, CN had the same experience—many raptors
of different species migrating close to the ridge.
In September 2009, a number of us from the
Thai Raptor Group (www.ThaiRaptorGroup.com)
joined CN to climb Khao Dinsor and watch the
migrants. All of us are now in agreement that the
hill is the best place to observe raptors on migration
in Thailand, if not all of Asia. As an added bonus,
the light is at your back for most of the day, making
birds easy to photograph. We also observed other
species heading south including three bee-eater
species, Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus, flocks
of Ashy Minivet Pericrocotus divaricatus, Dollarbird
Eurystomus orientalis and, once, a pair of Wreathed
Hornbills Aceros undulatus. Much more remains
to be discovered here about southbound bird
migration by both day and night.
Once CN realised the significance of Khao
Dinsor, he approached the village elders to discuss
how to develop the site for education, tourism and
bird migration research. Together they developed
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Plate 1. Khao Dinsor looking north with Gulf of Thailand to the east.

a plan and in just three months, with major funding
from Governor Karan Supakitvilekakarn of
Chumphon Province, a 1.5 m wide path was built
through the forest to the best observation sites on
the ridge. Some of these feature wooden shelters
for protection from the rain and sun, and a paved
road was constructed from the main road to a level
area at 200 m. This will become the site of the
future Chumphon Raptor Education and Research
Centre, for which significant funds have already
been budgeted. Here, in the coming years as part
of our educational programme, we plan to show
the public some of the migrants that we will trap
and ring at Khao Dinsor.
We are currently in discussions to form research
and educational partnerships with international
organisations including the Hawk Mountain
Sanctuary of North America, a premier raptor
migration research non-governmental organisation.
As a first step, they have offered to train Thai
students and others. We are also in discussions
with BirdLife International to have Khao Dinsor
declared an Important Bird Area. Closer to home,
we will be partnering with the Bird Conservation
Society of Thailand to develop an educational
programme about birds and the environment for
the people of Chumphon province. We are also
interested in partnering with other international
organisations—do contact us for more information
at www.ThaiRaptorGroup.com.
From early September 2010, we began an
intensive research programme at Khao Dinsor to
determine how many raptor species and others
migrate past the site, and in what numbers. Based
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Plate 2. Shikra Accipiter badius, adult female, 26 October 2010.

Plate 3. Shikra Accipiter badius, juvenile looking down, 18
September 2010.

Plate 4. Shikra Accipiter badius, juvenile, 29 September 2010.

Plate 5. Shikra Accipiter badius, subadult male, 11 October 2010.
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Plate 7. Pied Harrier Circus melanoleucos, adult male,
14 October 2010.

Plate 8. Eastern Marsh Harrier Circus spilonotus, juvenile,
22 October 2010.

Plate 9. Eastern Marsh Harrier Circus spilonotus, female,
9 October 2010.

Plate 10. Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus, second-year dark
morph in transitional plumage, 28 October 2010.

Plate 11. Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus, 20 October 2010.
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Plate 6. Pied Harrier Circus melanoleucos, subadult female,
24 October 2010.
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Plate 13. Black Eagle Ictinaetus malayensis, adult, 18 October
2010.

Plate 14. Common Buzzard Buteo buteo, 22 October 2010.

Plate 15. Besra Accipiter virgatus, adult female, 22 October 2010.

upon preliminary observations, we estimate that
the southbound autumn migration may be between
250,000 and 500,000 raptors of at least 25 species,
including five Accipiter species—the highest
number of Accipiter species at any watch site in
the world. On 18 October 2010, a Black Eagle
Ictinaetus
malayensis
malayensis
was
photographed at Khao Dinsor; this bird followed
the same track as the migrants that day—arriving
low from the north and continuing to the south—
possibly the first record of this species on migration
in Thailand, although it may have wandered from

the mountains that separate Thailand from
Myanmar. There are other exciting possibilities, as
we have already seen White-throated Needletail
Hirundapus caudacutus, once thought to be rare
in Thailand, pass by in flocks of 30–40 birds.
If you wish to help support our ongoing
education, conservation and research programme
at Khao Dinsor, please visit the site to watch the
migration and photograph the birds. The best time
is from mid-September to early November with the
peak being from about 10–30 October. The sheer
numbers of migrants and their close proximity to
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Plate 12. Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus, probably a male of
race ernesti, 19 September 2010.
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Plate 16. Oriental Honey-buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus, juvenile
pale morph, 18 October 2009.

Plate 17. Greater Spotted Eagle Aquila clanga, October 2010.

the hill makes for an extraordinary spectacle. For
best viewing, visitors should remain as still as
possible because we have observed that migrants
veer away from the hill if there is too much
movement on the ground. By spending money on
hotels and restaurants in the area, you demonstrate
that the investment made by the government in
Khao Dinsor was worthwhile—and help advance
the cause of conservation and bird migration
research in Thailand.

garbage—there are no receptacles (and no toilet
facilities) along the trail.

Directions to Khao Dinsor from Highway 4
Khao Dinsor is near the town of Pathiu (Pathio),
approximately 25 km north-east of Chumphon.
Khao Dinsor may be accessed from the main north–
south road, Highway 4 (Petchkasem Highway or
the King’s Highway). Find the Tha Sae junction to
the north of Chumphon and turn onto the wellmarked road 3180. Travel towards the coast on
this road for 15 km until you reach the sign for
‘Pathio, Chumphon Airport’ and turn left onto the
3201; follow the 3201 for 5 km. A large wat
(temple) on the left is the landmark for the Dinsor
Hill about 500 m beyond. The Khao Dinsor sign is
on the left with an access road which twists and
turns up the hill for roughly 2 km to a large carpark.
You may park here or drive for another 150 m until
the road ends—it is possible to park here as well.
Nearby, a narrow concrete trail leads into the forest.
It is a 45-minute walk to the top, although there
are a number of observation points along the trail,
some of which have wooden shelters that provide
protection from sun and rain. Remember to bring
water and sunscreen. Please take away all your
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